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“Wycombe’s worry 


By MICHAEL MELANIPHY 


WYCOMBE and Blyth, dead- 
locked in a costly FA Trophy 
second round tie, will today 
appeal to the Football Asso- 
ciation to change the rule 
that stops them replaying 
next Saturday. 

Both clubs are feeling the 
financial pinch after a 1—1 
draw at Blyth and two pre- 
vious postponements, inclu- 
ding one last Wednesday 
when Wycombe flew north 
only to find the match off. 

Wycombe’s air travel costs 
of about £1,000 in midweek, 
plus air and rail expenses on 
Saturday, could not be met 
rom gate receipts. 

To cover costs the two clubs 


want to replay at- Wycombe 
on Saturday, but rules state 


Saturday 
replay — 
thanks 
to F.A. 


THE Football Association 
have set aside their competi- 
tion rules to allow Wycombe 
Wanderers and Blyth Spar- 
tans to play their Challenge 
Trophy second round replay at 
Loakes Park on Saturday, 
writes MICHAEL KNOX. ' 

According to the rules, any 
replay should take place before the 
following Thursday but because of 
the exceptional circumstances in 
this case, the F.A. have ruled that 
it can be played on Saturday after- 
noon. | 

Announcing the decision, com- 

etition chairman Mr Joe 

lackburn from Kent stressed that 
this should not be taken as a prece- 
dent for all future replay dates. 
‘Each case will be judged on its 
merits,” he said. 

In his statement he said, ‘‘In the 
light of extenuating circumstances 
particularly Wycombe’s journey 
up to Blyth last Wednesday, when 
the match was called off due to no 
fault of theirs, we are prepared to 
give a dispensation to allow for the 
game to be played next Satur- 
day.” - ü 


that replays must take place 
by Thursday with a 2 pm, 
start unless both agree to an 
evening kick-off, 

Blyth won't agree to an 
evening match in midweek 
because they could not travel 
back the same night and their 
players would have to take an 


- extra day off work, 


With the referee and lines- 
men also claiming two lots of 
expenses after an unsuccessful 
trip to Blyth the tie is produc- 
ing a financial headache only 
the FA can ease. 

A backlog of Trophy fix- 


tures means that the.team to 


play Wycombe or Blyth in the 


SME 


Relief 


This news was received with 
great relief by Wycombe secretary 
John Goldsworthy, who said, 
“Pm very grateful to the F.A, for 
their decision. Now we must hope 
for. a-big crowd on Saturday to 
eradicate the losses already in- 
curred.”” - 

Wanderers have already spent 
some £1,500 for their two visits td 
Blyth by aeroplane and with Blyth 
now having to come down to 
Wycombe —- probably by coach 
— the expenses are enormous. 

If the replay had taken place 
tomorrow afternoon — the only 
alternative date, very few would 
have been able to come up and 
watch — although some fans 
would no doubt have reported ill 
from work to see the game. 
Players would have found it dif- 
ficult to get off work again. 

The only chance for either side 
to recoup their losses is for a 
crowd in excess of 3,000 at 
Loakes Park on Saturday. This 
would be more than double Blues’ 
average gate for the season, but 
Blyth have made such a name for 
themselves in recent seasons, that 
many fans might go out of 
curiosity. 


Sensible ~- 


This is a commonsense decision 
by the F.A. who have shown for 
once that oy are human enough 
to set aside the rules in a case of 
hardship. - 

‘Hardship’ is no exaggeration. 
In addition to the cost of 
travelling, both sides have been hit 


-by the recent bad weather, which 


means little regular income com- 
ing through the-turnstiles. 

Blues can now turn their atten- 
tion to their much delayed Berks 
and Bucks Senior Cup third round 


,tie at home to Maidenhead tonight 


(Tuesday). 
The players will doubtless have 
one eye on Saturday’s match, but 


i they will have to be at their best to 


beat a side who have moved on to 


. the edge of the Isthmian Division 
One promotion race. 


third round will not be known 
before February 24, - 0 5i > 
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